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About the Work

GOTA (pron. geu-ta) was inspired by the people and the nature in Faroe Islands. In 2002, The Real
Group sang there and | stayed on for an extra week to have a chance to know the isfand better.
Eiver Palsdottir is & young singer there. We met and played guitar and sang our songs to each other,
and she took me on a tour of her home village, Gata. | was intrigued by the stories | heard from Eiver
and others, how the Faroese have maintained their language in spite of Danish influence, and how
the generations with time have become more and more assertive. Many people are involved in the
arts - not as a full-time profession, but as very active side-projects. You find & painter, or a musician,
or a poet in every other house you visit.

After coming home | listened to a lot of Farcese music, especially Eiver's records. When she sings,
she becomes a voice of her people. Eiver's music stayed with me for a long time, especially songs
about the mothers and daughters, family and roots, like Fareyar min modir (Faroe Islands, my
mother) from her first CD.

Then early one morning | woke up with a melody in my head that sounded like nothing | had heard
or written before. | got up, turned on the computer, grabbed a microphone and recorded the melody.
A couple of weeks later | came upon the track in my computer. My children heard me humming the
melody, and we started to have "breakfast jam sessions”; singing the melody, and adding drum
sounds - all just for fun.

But { never sang the song to anyone else, not until the spring of 2004, when | was in the Faroe
Islands again, io rehearse with Eiver for some gigs later in the summer. The first performance was
in Geta - the village where she lives - Eivar sang it and | played guitar, and the song got its name.
The melody had a funny meter, and | liked the way it found its way back to the root. | added a B-part,
where the melody indicates harmonies, in contrast to the A-part, that | wanted to be harmonized as
little as possible.

When Katarina Henryson in The Real Group suggested that | write an arrangement of Gata for
The Real Group CD in the middle of life, | didn't see it as a song for The Real Group at all. But |
wrote a draft score, there was feedback - as usual - from the other singers, and the resull was this
arrangement.

Words and Music.by.
In order to create a choral version, | needed to write down syllables along with the melody. But | want L p E d E 1’ H al’ls 5 [”1. :
the song to have its own spirit, to allow it to adapt to the time and place of performance. So if you o "
want to change the syllables to fit your own voice and the moment's inspiration, feel free! :

- Peder Karisson, December 2008
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Based on the tive version sung by The Real Group 3

Gota
About the work For SSAATBB Chorus, a cappella
. . . PEDER KARLSSON
The very personal story of the birth of Geta is noted in the composers own words, on the back
cover of this publication. To fully understand the driving, exotic flavor of this song, a world map may . . . - —
be desireable. The Faroe Islands - the back drop for this song — are situated in the middle of the Soprano I t i ¢ == —t%
North Atlantic, just south of the Arctic Circle and just north of the 60" latitude. In the northwest is the & = % b F—
country of lceland, in the southeast you find the Shetiand Islands. Nothing is ‘near’, and, as often
with island people, you find a great strength and integrity that undoubtedly is related to the climate Soprano Il |5 ] T I T T
and geographical location. You also find incredible landscapes, colors and sounds. | encourage Gl — — =5 s S
you to read and enjoy Peder Karlsson's own ‘journey’ to compose the beautiful Gata. deoo deoo deoo deoo deco
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About the Composer
4 ——T—
Tenor

Peder Karisson, born 1963, grew up in Stockholm where he played violin at young age, to shift

to the guitar when he was 13. He read music, but the guitar playing was mostly by ear. This was

also the time when young Peder became a song writer. He gained his vocal insights while being

a student at the famous Adolf Fredrik’'s Music School in Stockholm, where choral singing is a Bass
mandatory pleasure. In high school Peder applied his guitar skills in performance with various

jazzffusion groups.
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Since his graduation 1989 in music education and amranging-composing at the Royal Academy % == e
College of Music in Stockholm, Sweden, Peder Karlsson has been a full-time singer with The Real Keyboard R
Group. He is also a sought-after clinician, giving seminars on arranging at Royal College of Music, for - e o 2
Stockholm, and at Bundesakademie, Wolfenbilttel, Germany. In addition Peder has taught vocal il |25 7 = = = = %
ensembles at the Sibelius Academy, Helsinki, Finland, at the Royal College of Music, Stockholm, !
and other music colleges, as well as at various festivals. His workshops have been with numerous 6
vocal groups; the most well-known of these groups are Rajaton (Finland), The Idea Of North . i . '
(Australia), MaybeBop (Gemmany). %ﬁ = — £F —f

His most recent responsibility was that of the planning and the concerts for The Real A Cappella

Festival in Visteras, Sweden in 2008. %
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To hear a full-length recording of Geta, please visit the Walton Music website at . . —
www.waltonmusic.com. 1 —— = : e
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Duration: 4:45 minutes, approx.
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